14     THE RECONSTRUCTION  OF EUROPE
which paralyzed the courts of Berlin and Vienna, the
coalition was at last reversed; Russia succeeded in over-
coming the final waverings of Austria and Prussia and
drawing them into an attack on the French Empire- The
Coalition invaded Germany in 1813, forced Napoleon to
cross back over the Rhine, invaded France, and marched
on Paris.
'But the nearer it came to the final victory, the more
it was obsessed by fear: fear of the adversary and of
itself, fear of defeat and of victory. Master of the art of
surprising his enemies, Napoleon gave an astonishing dis-
play of superb tactics and strategy in the French campaign;
he formed swift and unexpected combinations which
succeeded in partially checking the Coalition, one day at
one point, the next at another. From then on, however,
the Coalition called into play such forces that the setbacks
it received could no longer change the outcome of the war.
No matter; fear mounted with each fresh defeat; endless
discussions were engaged in by the councils of war. To
their fear of Napoleon was added the fear of France.
Supposing the people of France should rise against the
invaders, like the Russians or the Spanish? Every Cossack
patrol which fell into an ambush of peasants made fero-
cious by terror of invasion, seemed to indicate a general
insurrection. To the terror of war and its contradictory
vicissitudes was joined the terror of victory and of peace,
nevertheless so desirable. The spurious monarchies of the
Emperor were collapsing all over Europe; Italy, Spain,
France, parts of Germany and Poland were already, or
were to be in several weeks, without governments; the
regime of mediation in Switzerland was tottering. And no
one knew what to put in this tremendous void.
The Revolution was an immense paroxysm of fear which
ended by terrifying Europe. Blinded by fear, Europe, in
1814, no longer knew where it was, where it was going,
or what lay ahead. In what cataclysm was the great panic,
begun on July 14, 1789, going to end?